25X1

25X1

25X1

' NRO REVIEW d&mwgq-ggp Release 2002/06/25 : CIA-RDP66R00546R000100110273-1

s February 1355

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Natiscal R pconnaissance Uffice

SUBJECT : Prejeet

; 5 February 1923, CIA representatives wars briefed on
the program, L=, the intsrsovstion of the -6 camera

in & THOR-nesisted CORONA syste: 1
i. The stated objectives for thas droject were -

a. to ésterming the wsshibwens of 6-17/2' resolution
photogrvaphy for survey purposes, s

b to check out the B-6 ca:ners system frow which
photography had acver yeot beead recoversd,

3. As a result of the dlecssuisas which were participated in
by the brisfsss, NPIC rapresemtatives asd others, it &id not sppear
the proposed praject would be the host way of satisfying the first
objective, The LANTARD prograss shoultt provide on s much
sariier time scale, and parhaps eves within o month, both steres

and sono coverage in approximately §' vevolution. This 4rap
shoald be = ore aseful for achieving cbjective 2. thas the
project which could mot provide steres covaraga. It was also ot
clear in thess discussions how the -6 carners could realistically
provide 6-1/1" veselution if the MUIAL camera configuration which
provides ss many, U not pove, Hues per aillimater and i in the
ratio of 3 to 2 im focal length provices oaly 13 reselution.

4. With vespect to ohjective ., it was Bt apparest froe: the
discussion that information on the actual in-fliight sucecess of the
Ee$ caimera woulé have any particulay asefulnsss in comsection with
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any presently planned or serivesly csmmidered follow-om programa.
Thersfore, although it wouls be alce 1o know how succensfal the
cainers systen: was, it did not appukr to be a particularly lrsportant
obisctiva,

5, During the cearss of the Jiscussion ancther possible
objectiva of the test svolvac. This -wmid be the actusl developruent
and checking out of » ralatively inexd>amaive and ranid syster fer
gotting 5e1/2' resclution survay photography if thic were destned
an iwportast veguiressent by USIH s HPC,  Although ths COMOR
snd NPIC studies Iast August did not sitaeh high Lisportance to this
capability, it is possible fhat wers tais systes: available it weald be
found very useful. Photography {rye the L.ANTARD pregram {see
paragraph 3} should provide a prodect for a real svabastion of this
problar: by the intelligence community. In this coumsction it
should also he kept in wimé that other systoms, such ss the 407
MURAL, have been propassd for assining filen of this quality for
this purpose.

6. The entive |pm. . woeld cost approximstely
ay the 4 systeers Pﬁﬁl |for snch

Taal TAT laumeh. At the sressat o= the avallability of boasters
is seriously Moiting this progrem, and the 1518 sction st Us
maeting of & Februnry lndicates a aswi for additional t‘rw::n and
perhaps pads over thosc presmmtly being programmed fer these
activitics, Thewefors, the|  |pregrars will be in serious
competition with other approves projrtams for boosters and fumds,

7. In view of all thesa facts, [ wouki recorunend the
following:

3. The |;s rogreri net he approved at this time,

» Tha LANYARD material be ovalusted 8¢ soon as it is
available by MNPIC and the intelilgence corumunity to determine
the usefniness of thie highor resciution phetogrephy for survey
purpoRss.
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roposals for oblainin; survey photography in the &°
:um yange bs srudies and carefally svaluated with
& view to balng in 8 position 1¢ raake & decision on the
optimmum sysien: whon the LANYARD naterial evaluation
{paragraph 7 b.) bas been coxpleted.

N

HFERBERT SCOVILLE, JR.
Ueputy Director
{ tasenrch)

CONCUR:

ate:

DINPIC

ce: DD/I(E 3)
NPIC (# 4) |
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Distribution:
Copy i1 & 2 - Addressee
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Copy 6 - SA/DD/R
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